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Thornton,  Bradford 


April  5th,  1921. 


To  the  Denholme  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  considera- 
tion my  Annual  Report  of  the  health  and  sanitary  condition 
of  your  District  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920.  In 
doing  so  it  is  pleasing  to  state  that  there  has  been  an  improve- 
ment in  all  respects.  The  general  health  of  the  District  has 
been  fairly  good.  There  was  a mild  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever 
in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  and  one  of  Chicken  Pox 
later.  With  these  exceptions  there  was  very  little  Infectious 
disease  throughout  the  year.  The  Births  registered  showed  a 
considerable  rise  over  the  previous  year,  and  the  Deaths  an 
appreciable  decrease.  Unfortunately  the  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age  was  much  higher  than  usual,  but  as  sev- 
eral of  them  were  due  to  defective  vitality  at  birth, which  they 
only  survived  from  a few  hours  to  a few  days  they  were  not 
due  to  preventable  causes.  The  Housing  scheme  has  not  mat- 
erialised, and  no  active  steps  have  yet  been  taken  with  the 
extension  of  sewerage  and  privy-midden  conversion  ; but  your 
Council  has  had  these  matters  under  consideration,  and  plans 
for  the  one  have  been  approved  and  a scheme  for  the  other  has 
been  agreed  upon,  so  that  active  operations  are  likely  soon  to 
be  in  progress,  as  I know  that  you  are  wide  awake  to  the  fact 
that  these  are  the  outstanding  requirements  for  the  good  of 
the  district. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

In  describing  the  natural  and  social  conditions  of  the 
district  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  much  that  I said 
in  my  report  last  year. 

Population.  The  population  of  the  district  at  the 
census  in  1911  was  2971.  The  Registrar-General  estimates  the 
population  at  the  middle  of  1920  at  2871,  having  returned  to 
the  old  form  of  estimating  as  demobilisation  of  the  forces  is 
completed. 
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Physical  Features  of  the  District.  The  District 
covers  an  area  of  2563  acres.  It  is  mainly  grass  land,  with 
wide  stretches  of  rough  moorland  at  an  elevation  of  from  800 
to  1400  feet  above  sea  level.  Many  acres  are  also  covered  by 
large  reservoirs.  The  district  is  divided  into  two  separate 
parts ; the  Denholme  Central  district  and  the  Denholme 
Clough  district.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Urban 
district  of  Bingley,  west  by  that  of  Oxen  hope,  and  east  and 
south  by  the  County  boroughs  of  Bradford  and  Halifax.  The 
natural  drainage  of  the  district  consists  of  three  small  brooks 
which  unite  and  form  the  Hewenden  beck  flowing  towards 
Bingley  where  it  enters  the  river  Aire.  One  small  portion 
drains  towards  Oxenhope. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  Great  Northern  Railway, 
Denholme  station  being  about  equi-distant  from  Bradford, 
Halifax  and  Keighley. 

The  population  is  almost  entirely  of  the  well-to-do 
artisan  class  engaged  in  the  woollen  mill,  dye-works  and  stone 
quarries.  They  are  a clean,  industrious  and  thrifty  people, 
and  their  dwellings  which  are  mostly  well  built  and  ventilated 
stone  houses,  though  mostly  of  the  back  to  back  type,  are 
well  kept,  clean,  and  sanitary 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births.  The  Births  registered  in  the  District  during  the 
year  numbered  58  : 28  being  males  and  30  females,  one  male 
and  two  females  being  illegitimate.  This  gives  a birth-rate 
equal  to  20  6 per  1<>00  of  the  population,  in  the  previous  vear 
it  was  12  7.  'The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
was  25’4. 

Deaths.  The  Deaths  registered  as  actually  occurring  in 
the  District  numbered  32  ; 14  of  these  being  males  and  18 
females.  In  addition  there  died  outside  your  area  9 persons 
who  belonged  to  the  district,  4 of  these  were  males  and  5 
females.  These  deaths  occurred  in  such  institutions  as  the 
Bradford  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  North  Bierley  Union  Work- 
house.  This  made  a total  of  41  deaths;  18  males  and  23 
females  belonging  to  the  district,  giving  a death-rate  equal  to 
14  5 per  1000  of  population  In  the  previous  year  it  was  17  3 
and  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  it  was  12-4. 


The  various  ages  at  which  these  41  deaths  occurred 
may  be  classified  as  follows  : under  1 year  of  age  there  were 
five  ; between  1 and  5 years  of  age,  none  ; between  5 and  15 
years,  none  ; between  15  and  25  years,  three  ; between  25  and 
65  years,  sixteen  ; 65  years  and  upwards,  seventeen  ; so  that 
the  large  proportion  of  deaths  were  of  people  well  past  the 
middle  age. 

Zymotic  Death-rate.  There  were  no  deaths  registered 
as  due  to  any  of  the  recognised  Zymotic  diseases- 

Tuberculosis  Death-rate.  There  were  three  deaths 
due  to  Tuberculosis,  two  of  them  being  Pulmonary.  This  gives 
a death-rate  of  1-06  per  1000  ; in  the  previous  year  it  was  07 
per  1000. 

Influenza.  There  were  no  deaths  attributed  directly 
to  Influenza. 

Respiratory  Diseases  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 
accounted  for  six  deaths,  two  males  and  four  females.  A Res- 
piratory diseases  death-rate  of  2-12  per  1000,  in  1919  it  was  3-3 

Infant  Mortality.  There  were  five  deaths  registered 
of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  This  gives  an  infantile  death 
rate  equal  to  86  per  1000  births.  In  the  previous  year  it  was 
only  27,  and  for  all  England  and  Wales  80. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply.  Your  District  is  well  supplied  with 
water  of  good  quality  and  high  purity.  It  is  chiefly  from  the 
reservoirs  of  the  Bradford  Corporation  and  of  Messrs.  W.  & 
II  Foster,  Ltd.  It  is  gathered  from  the  moorlands  high  above 
anv  possible  contamination.  Its  only  disadvantage  is  its 
plumbo-solvent  action,  but  satisfactory  means  of  guarding 
against  that  have  been  taken, and  I have  not  heard  of  any  cases 
of  lead  poisoning  during  the  past  year.  Some  outlying  parts 
of  the  district  have  to  depend  upon  wells  and  springs  for  their 
supply. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  There  are  only  some  small 
streams  in  the  district,  and  there  has  not  been  evidence  of  any 
pollution  of  these  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  means  for  sewage 
disposal  are  sufficient  and  efficient  for  that  part  of  the  district 
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which  they  serve.  But  the  district  as  a whole  is  much  in  need 
of  a comprehensive  sewerage  scheme.  Your  Council  has  had 
this  matter  under  consideration  for  some  time,  and  I believe 
are  only  waiting  normal  conditions  after  the  war  before  under- 
taking a general  sewerage  for  the  Central  Denholme  district, 
which  is  the  more  populous  part  and  therefore  most  in  need 
of  it. 

Closet  Accommodation.  As  I stated  last  year  this 
is  the  least  satisfactory  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the 
district.  At  the  present  time  there  are  512  privies  and  1-1  pail 
or  tub  closets  ; and  only  85  water  closets  and  32  waste  water 
closets.  Your  Sanitary  inspector  has  made  a survey  of  all  the 
privies  in  the  district,  and  has  drawn  out  a table  showing  the 
numbers  of  them  and  the  number  of  dwellings  to  each  one. 
This  table  shows  that  in  150  cases  there  is  one  privy  to  each 
dwelling;  in  115  cases  two  houses  to  one  privy;  in  83  cases 
three  houses  to  one  privy  ; in  4 5 cases  four  houses  to  one 
privy;  and  in  4 cases  five  houses  to  one  privy.  Your  Council 
have  applied  for  powers  under  part  III  of  the  1907  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  and  when  these  are  granted,  it  is 
your  intention  to  proceed  with  structural  alterations  and 
where  possible  conversion  to  water  closets.  This  is  ‘a  very 
desirable  aim  to  have  in  view,  and  when  accomplished  will 
be  the  most  beneficial  sauitirv  reform  your  Council  lias  ever 
undertaken,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  extensive  scheme  of 
sewerage  will  accompany  it,  so  that  conversion  to  water 
carriage  of  sewage  may  be  general  in  the  central  area,  and 
privy  middens  cease  to  exist.  Thus  a great  menace  to  public 
health  will  disappear,  and  greater  convenience  and  comfort 
to  the  population  reign  in  its  stead. 

Scavenging.  The  scavenging  of  the  district  is  carried 
out  by  the  Council's  own  staff,  and  upon  the  whole  is  done 
very  well.  A more  frequent  service  would  be  a benefit,  for 
many  of  the  privy  middens  are  so  large  that  a long  time 
elapses  before  they  are  deemed  full  enough  to  require  emp- 
tying, and  every  week  this  is  delayed  the  condition  gets  worse 
due  to  decay  and  putrefaction  of  the  garbage  which  some 
householders  will  throw  into  them  in  spite  of  warning  notices 
posted  from  time  to  time. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District.  The  district 
is  regularly  and  systematically  inspected.  During  the  year 
1920  the  sanitary  inspector  has  made  221  inspections.  No 
informal  notices  were  served,  and  no  statutory  notices  served. 
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Regulated  Buildings,  There  are  two  processes 
declared  to  be  offensive  trades,  viz.,  one  knacker’s  yard  and 
one  maggot  breeding  establishment.  These  have  been  inspected 
ten  times  during  the  year  and  their  condition  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the 
district. 

Schools.  There  is  only  one  school  in  your  district,  the 
public  elementary  day  school.  This  has  been  inspected  from 
time  to  time.  It  has  a good  water  supply,  and  the  sanitary 
conditions  are  satisfactory. 

FOOD. 

Milk  Supply.  The  milk  supply  in  the  district  is  plentiful 
and  of  good  quality.  There  are  62  cow-keepers  in  the  district 
with  the  same  number  of  cowsheds,  152  visits  of  inspection 
have  been  made  to  these  during  the  year,  much  of  the  milk 
being  sent  to  Bradford,  that  Corporation’s  officials  also  make 
occasional  inspections.  There  are  7 milk  dealers  registered  in 
the  district,  and  approximately  500  milch  cows  are  kept.  More 
care  and  cleanliness  might  be  observed  in  the  keeping  of  the 
cow-she  Is,  and  in  some  cases  reconstruction  is  desirable. 

Other  Foods  There  are  five  slaughter  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict, three  of  which  are  registered  and  licensed.  There  is  no 
public  abattoir.  These  houses  are  regularly  visited  and  in- 
spected and  on  the  whole  are  clean  and  sanitary.  No  unsound 
food  has  been  seized  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  slaughter 
houses  in  use  in  the  district  at  the  dates  mentioned  : 

In  1914  In  January  1920  In  December  1920 
Registered  3 3 3 

Licensed  3 3 3 

Total  3 

There  are  three  bakehouses  in  the  district  which  have 
been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory.  No  samples  have  been 
taken  during  the  year  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

From  the  middle  of  January  to  about  the  middle  of 
March  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  existed.  Altogther  23  cases 
were  notified,  they  were  all  of  a mild  type,  and  I did  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  order  closure  of  the  school.  Isolation  at 
home  was  in  every  case  carried  out,  with  subsequent  disinfection 
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and  fumigation.  In  addition  there  was  one  case  of  Diphtheria, 
and  three  cases  of  Erysipelas. 

Tuberculosis.  Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  notified  during  the  year, two  were  in  due  course  admitted 
to  Sanatoria.  Two  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  died  in  the 
district,  as  also  one  of  Tubercular  disease  of  bone.  The  prac- 
titioners of  the  district  co-operate  well  in  notifying  these  cases 
and  they  are  promptly  taken  in  hand  by  the  County  Tubercu- 
losis officer  for  the  district.  Full  advantage  is  taken  of  the 
facilities  offered  by  the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory  for 
the  examination  of  specimens  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  as  well  as 
for  the  diagnosis  of  other  specific  diseases, 

Venereal  Diseases.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
with  the  Venereal  clinic  at  the  Bradford  Boyal  Infirmary  for 
the  treatment  of  these  cases  in  both  the  male  and  female.  The 
days  and  hours  for  attendance  for  men  are  Mondays  and  Sat- 
urdays at  9,30  a. m.  and  Tuesdays  at  6 p.m.;  for  women  on 
Mondays  from  4 to  6 p.m.  and  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  at  10 
a. m.  Advice  and  treatment  are  given  free  of  cost,  and  with 
the  utmost  privacy. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  Proceedings  under 
this  heading  are  carried  out  by  the  County  Medical  Officer's 
department. 

HOUSING. 

There  are  885  houses  in  the  district,  95  per  cent  of 
which  are  working-class  houses,  and  about  75  per  cent  are  of 
the  back  to  back  type.  No  new  houses  have  been  built  during 
the  year,  and  none  declared  unfit  for  habitation.  There  is  un- 
doubtedly a need  for  more  houses  in  the  district,  though  owing 
to  trade  depression  and  general  shortage  of  work  there  is  not 
the  acute  demand  that  existed  twelve  months  ago.  In  the 
previous  year  your  Council  adopted  a scheme  for  housing. 
Plans  were  made  and  approved  for  eight  houses.  Tenders  were 
received  for  carrying  out  the  work,  but  on  account  of  the  high 
cost  these  were  not  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  For 
the  time  being  the  scheme  seems  to  be  hung  up. 

I append  Tables  C and  1),  and  Appendices  re  housing. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  TUNSTALL,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c  s.,  ed. 
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APPENDICES. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


Statistics  year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 


I.  GENERAL. 


(1) 

Estimated  population 

2871 

(*) 

General  death-rate 

145 

(3) 

Death-rate  from  tuberculosis 

106 

(4) 

Infantile  mortality 

86 

(5) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes 

885 

(6) 

Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses 

95  per  cent. 

(7) 

Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 

Nil 

2 — UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

!. — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  221 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 

District)  Regulations,  1910  ..  P.  H.  Act,  1876 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  un- 
fit for  human  habitation  . . . . Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . • Nil 


II  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ..  ..  Nil 

III  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing.  Town 
Thinning  dtc,,  Act,  1919  . . .. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

(a)  by  owners 

(h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


Nil 

Nil 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  . . . . . . . . 2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning , dc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ..  ..  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 

houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ..  ..  Nil' 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ..  ..  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  . ..  N i It 

3.-  UNHEALTHY  AREAS 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to 
Improvement  Schemes  under  (a)  Part  I,  or 
•(b)  Part  II,  of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  area  ..  ..  ..  Nil1 

(2)  Acreage  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  ..  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced  Nil 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building 
bye-laws  erected  with  the  consent  of  Local  Authority 

under  section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1919  Nil 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the 

duties  ot  each  officer  ..  ..  " ..  Nil 


